This report provides a portrait of the American Indian and Alaska Native population in the United States and discusses the largest specified tribal groupings, reservations, Alaska Native village statistical areas (ANVSAs), and areas outside reservations and ANVSAs (outside tribal areas) at the national level.
1 It is part of the Census 2000 Special Reports series that presents demographic, social, and economic characteristics collected from Census 2000.
In Census 2000, 4.3 million people, or 1.5 percent of the total U.S. population, reported that they were American Indian and Alaska Native. This number included 2.4 million people, or 1 percent, who reported only American Indian and Alaska Native as their race. Table 1 shows the number of people reporting a single detailed tribal grouping and a tally of the number of times the grouping was reported. 2 Census 2000 reported on six major race categories: White, Black or African American, American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, and Some Other Race. 3 The term "American Indian or Alaska Native" refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America) who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment. It includes people who reported American Indian and Alaska Native or wrote in their principal or enrolled tribe. When the terms "American Indian" and "Alaska Native" are used separately in this report, they refer to two distinct populations. The data collected by Census 2000 on race can be divided into two broad categories: people who reported only one race and people who reported more than 1 of the 6 major race categories. People who responded to the question on race by indicating only one race are referred to as the single-race population. For example, respondents who reported their race as only American Indian or Alaska Native and/or wrote in one or more tribes, would be included in the single-race American Indian population, which is identified as American Indian and Alaska Native alone in tables in this report. 4 Individuals who reported a specific race and one or more other major races are referred to as the race-in-combination population. For example, respondents who reported they were American Indian and Alaska Native and White, or American Indian and Alaska Native and Black or African American and Asian, would be included in the We the People: American Indians and Alaska Natives in the United States 1 Tribal grouping refers to the combining of individual American Indian tribes into their general tribal grouping, such as Fort Sill Apache, Jicarilla Apache, and Mescalero Apache into the general Apache tribe, or combining individual Alaska Native tribes, such as American Eskimo, Eskimo, and Greenland Eskimo, into the general Eskimo tribe. 2 The data contained in this report are based on the sample of households that responded to the Census 2000 long form. As with all surveys, estimates may vary from the actual values because of sampling variation or other factors. All comparisons made in this report have undergone statistical testing and are significant at the 90-percent confidence level unless otherwise noted. 3 The Census 2000 question on race included 15 separate response categories and three areas where respondents could write in a more specific race group. The response categories and write-in answers can be combined to create the five race categories specified by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) plus Some Other Race. In addition to White, Black or African American, AmericanAmerican Indian and Alaska Native in-combination population. 5 In addition to reporting one or more races, American Indians and Alaska Natives could report one or more tribes.
6 People who checked the American Indian or Alaska Native response category on the census questionnaire and wrote in their tribe as Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians or Minnesota Chippewa, for example, would be included in the Chippewa tribal grouping, or the single-race and single-tribal-grouping population. Respondents who reported their race only as American Indian and Alaska Native and wrote in more than one of the American Indian The alone population includes people who reported only one American Indian tribal grouping. The corresponding alone-or-incombination population includes people who reported one American Indian tribal grouping and one or more races.
2 The alone population includes people who reported only one Alaska Native tribal grouping. The corresponding alone-or-in-combination population includes people who reported one Alaska Native tribal grouping and one or more races.
3 The alone population includes people who reported one or more American Indian or Alaska Native tribal groupings not listed above or elsewhere classified and no other race, and people who reported 2 or more of the 14 specific tribal groupings listed above (Apache through Sioux and Alaska Athabascan through Tlingit-Haida) and no other race. The corresponding alone-or-in-combination population includes people who reported one or more other specified tribal groupings regardless of whether they also reported another race. 4 The alone population includes people who checked the box ''American Indian or Alaska Native'' only. The corresponding alone-or-incombination population includes people who checked the box ''American Indian or Alaska Native'' regardless of whether they also reported another race.
Note: For the 14 specific tribal groupings listed (Apache through Sioux and Alaska Athabascan through Tlingit-Haida), the alone population includes people who reported that one tribal grouping only. The corresponding alone-or-in-combination population also includes people who reported one or more tribal groupings and one or more races.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulation.
and Alaska Native tribes would still be included in the single-race population. For example, a respondent who reported his or her race as only American Indian and Alaska Native, and wrote in White Mountain Apache and Minnesota Chippewa, would be included both in Apache and Chippewa tribal groupings. Because no other race was reported, this respondent would also be included in the single-race American Indian and Alaska Native population.
Respondents who reported more than 1 of the 6 major race categories and wrote in their tribe as Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians or Minnesota Chippewa, for example, would be included in the race in-combination and single-tribal-grouping (Chippewa) population.
People who indicated more than 1 of the 6 races and wrote in more than one of the American Indian and Alaska Native tribes would be included in the race in-combination and in-combination tribalgroupings population.
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In the text and figures of this report, population characteristics are shown for American Indians and Alaska Natives who reported only one race and one tribe. This presentation does not imply that it is the preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The U.S. Census Bureau uses a variety of approaches. • About 33 percent of the American Indian and Alaska Native population was under age 18, compared with 26 percent of the total population. In the older age group, 5.6 percent of the American Indian and Alaska Native population, compared with 12.4 percent of the total population, was 65 and older.
• The percentage under age 18 of American Indian tribal groupings ranged from 26 percent to 39 percent. The corresponding percentage among the Alaska Native tribal groupings ranged from 32 percent to 40 percent.
• Less than 10 percent of all American Indian tribal groupings were 65 and older.
• The median age of 29 years for American Indians and Alaska Natives was about 6 years younger than the national median of 35 years.
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The American Indian and Alaska Native population was younger than the total population. • American Indians and Alaska Natives had a higher percentage of family households maintained by a woman with no husband present and a higher percentage of family households maintained by a man with no wife present than the total population.
• Household type varied among the American Indian tribal groupings. The percentage of family households ranged from 68 percent to 80 percent.
• Twenty-five percent or more of Sioux, Pueblo, and Navajo households were family households maintained by women with no husband present.
• Among the Alaska Native tribal groupings, the percentage of family households ranged from about 65 percent to 76 percent. Forty-two percent of Eskimo households were married-couple families, which exceeded the 31 percent of Alaskan Athabascan households.
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Seventy-three percent of American Indian and Alaska Native households were family households, compared with 68 percent of all households. • Seventy-two percent of individuals 5 years and older who reported their race as American Indian and Alaska Native spoke only English at home; 18 percent spoke a language other than English at home, yet spoke English "very well"; 10 percent spoke a language other than English at home and spoke English less than "very well."
• Ninety percent or more of Cherokee, Chippewa, Creek, Iroquois, Lumbee, and TlingitHaida spoke only English at home.
• Navajo had the highest percentage who spoke a language other than English at home and reported they spoke English less than "very well" (25 percent).
• Ninety-one percent of TlingitHaida spoke only English at home, compared with 53 percent of Eskimo.
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Non-English at home, English spoken "very well"
Non-English at home, English spoken less than "very well" Most American Indians and Alaska Natives spoke only English at home.
• The educational levels of American Indians and Alaska Natives were below those of the total population in 2000. Seventy-one percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives 25 and older had at least a high school education, compared with 80 percent of the total population. Eleven percent of the American Indian and Alaska Native population had at least a bachelor's degree, compared with 24 percent of all people.
• Educational attainment varied among the American Indian tribal groupings. About 80 percent of Creek, Choctaw, and Iroquois had at least a high school education. The percentages of the tribal groupings with at least a bachelor's degree ranged from 7 percent to 17 percent.
• Seventy-five percent of Alaska Natives had at least a high school education. Among Alaska Native tribal groupings, 82 percent of Tlingit-Haida had at least a high school education and 11 percent had at least a bachelor's degree, in contrast with 70 percent and 6 percent, respectively, of Eskimos. Seventy-one percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives were at least high school graduates.
• The labor force participation rate for American Indian and Alaska Native men (66 percent) was lower than that of all men (71 percent), while the rate for American Indian and Alaska Native women (57 percent) was slightly lower than for all women (58 percent).
• Among the American Indian tribal groupings, Cherokee, Chippewa, Choctaw, Creek, Iroquois, and Lumbee men had labor force rates higher than those of American Indian and Alaska Native men. Navajo had the lowest labor force participation rate for men (57 percent) and women (50 percent).
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American Indians and Alaska Natives participated in the labor force at a lower rate than the total population, and labor force participation varied by tribal groupings. 67.5
• The distribution of employed American Indians and Alaska Natives among the six major occupation groups differed from that of the total population. Higher proportions of American Indians and Alaska Natives were employed in service; construction, extraction, and maintenance; production, transportation, and material moving; and in farming, fishing, and forestry jobs. Lower proportions were employed in management, professional, and related jobs; and sales and office jobs.
• Among the American Indian tribal groupings, between 22 percent and 29 percent of all groups were employed in management, professional, and related jobs. Similarly, between 15 percent and 25 percent were employed in service jobs.
• Lower proportions of Alaska Natives than American Indians were employed in production, transportation, and material moving jobs and construction, extraction, and maintenance jobs. Higher proportions of Alaska Natives than American Indians were employed in sales and office jobs and farming, fishing, and forestry jobs.
• Among Alaska Native tribal groupings, between 22 percent and 27 percent were employed in management, professional, and related jobs.
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American Indians and Alaska Natives were less likely than the total population to be employed in management, professional, and related occupations. 
Occupation: 2000
Note: Some percentages do not sum to 100.0 due to rounding. Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulation.
(Percent distribution of employed civilian population 16 and older. Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sf4.pdf)
Management, professional, and related Service
Farming, fishing, and forestry
Sales and office

Construction, extraction, and maintenance
Production, transportation, and material moving
• The median earnings of American Indian and Alaska Native men ($28,900) and women ($22,800) who worked full-time, year-round were substantially below those of all men ($37,100) and women ($27,200).
• Among the tribal groupings for men, Iroquois, Cherokee, Chippewa, Choctaw, and Creek had median earnings of about $30,000.
• The median earnings of Alaska Native men and women were higher than those of American Indians. The median earnings for men for each of the Alaska Native tribal groupings were comparable. The median earnings for women also were comparable across Alaska Native tribal groupings.
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Overall, American Indians and Alaska Natives who worked full-time, year-round earned less than the total population. 
Median Earnings by Sex: 1999
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulation. • The ratio of American Indians and Alaska Natives living below the official poverty level in 1999 to that of all people was more than 2.
• Among the American Indian tribal groupings, roughly 18 percent of Creek, Cherokee, and Lumbee were in poverty (about 8 percentage points lower than the percentage for all American Indians). Over 32 percent of Sioux, Navajo, and Apache were in poverty in 1999.
• Alaska Natives, with 20 percent, had a lower percentage in poverty than the 26 percent of American Indians.
• More than one-fifth of Alaskan Athabascans and Eskimos lived in poverty in 1999.
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A higher ratio of American Indians and Alaska Natives than the total U.S. population lived in poverty. • Fifty-six percent of American Indian and Alaska Native householders were homeowners, compared with 66 percent of total householders.
• Homeownership rates varied among the American Indian tribal groupings and ranged from 42 percent for Sioux to 74 percent for Lumbee. Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Lumbee, Navajo, and Pueblo all had homeownership rates of 60 percent or higher.
• Among the Alaska Native tribal groupings, homeownership rates were 50 percent or more for Alaskan Athabascan, Aleut, and Eskimo householders.
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More than one-half of American Indian and Alaska Native-occupied housing units were owner-occupied. Table 3. 10 Selected characteristics for the singlerace American Indian and Alaska Native population living in large specific ANVSAs are provided in Table 3. 14 We the People: American Indians and Alaska Natives in the United States
One-third of American Indians and Alaska Natives lived on reservations and designated statistical areas. • The median age of American Indians and Alaska Natives living in AIAs (25 years) was younger than that of the total population (35 years), of all American Indians and Alaska Natives (29 years), and of those living outside tribal areas (30 years).
• The median age of American Indians and Alaska Natives living in ANVSAs was younger (24 years) than those living outside tribal areas (30 years).
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The American Indian and Alaska Native population living on tribal lands was relatively young. • Overall, 73 percent of all American Indian and Alaska Native households were family households, compared with 68 percent of all U.S. households. By place of residence, the percentages of American Indian and Alaska Native households in AIAs and those in ANVSAs that were family households were greater than the percentage of family households outside tribal areas (71 percent).
• The proportion of family households maintained by women with no husband present in AIAs was more than twice that of all households. Married-couple family households represented a lower proportion of households outside tribal areas than in AIAs and all U.S. households.
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The largest proportion of family households was found in tribal areas. • Seventy-one percent of the American Indian and Alaska Native population, 73 percent of their counterparts living outside tribal areas, and 80 percent of the total population had at least a high school education. The percentage for American Indians and Alaska Natives in AIAs was somewhat lower, 67 percent.
• A lower percentage of American Indians and Alaska Natives residing in ANVSAs had at least a high school education, compared with those living outside tribal areas (68 percent and 73 percent, respectively).
• The percentages of adults with at least a bachelor's degree among American Indians and Alaska Natives living outside tribal areas (13 percent), the American Indian and Alaska Native population (12 percent), and the total population (24 percent) were higher than those of adults living in AIAs (8 percent) and ANVSAs (4 percent).
We the People: American Indians and Alaska Natives in the United States 17
Educational attainment of American Indians and Alaska Natives varied by place of residence. In addition to the variability that arises from sampling, both sample data and 100-percent data are subject to nonsampling error. Nonsampling error may be introduced during any of the various complex operations used to collect and process data. Such errors may include not enumerating every household or every person in the population universe, failing to obtain all required information from the respondents, obtaining incorrect or inconsistent information, and recording information incorrectly. In addition, errors can occur during the field review of the enumerators' work, during clerical handling of the census questionnaires, or during the electronic processing of the questionnaires.
While it is impossible to completely eliminate error from an operation as large and complex as the decennial census, the Census Bureau attempts to control the sources of such error during the data collection and processing operations. 
